
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7973 October 11, 2017 
Roxy was Tri-Chair Federal Club 

Steering Committee member for 
Human Rights Campaign, in 2006 
through 2009; and in 2014 to present, she 
is currently serving on the Web Com-
munications Steering Committee and 
Community Engagement. 

In 2014, she was honored with being 
selected among 50 distinguished local 
LGBT leaders by entering her biog-
raphy and accomplishments in the U.S. 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD; and here it is 
happening again. 

In 2015, she became a member of the 
Democratic Hispanic Caucus of Central 
Florida and assists in their web com-
munications. In 2015, Roxy also became 
a volunteer at the American Red Cross 
of Central Florida. In the aftermath of 
Pulse, she was hired by the Red Cross 
in the position of community partner-
ship. 

In 2016, she was selected by the Na-
tional Human Rights Campaign, with 
19 other women around the U.S., to at-
tend a workshop for Women and Lead-
ership: Equality for the 21st Century. 
In 2016, Roxy became a board member 
for the LGBT Center of Central Or-
lando and serves as their secretary on 
the board. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Roxy for her 
contributions. 

HONORING TIRSO MORENO 
Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, next I would 

like to honor Tirso Moreno. Tirso was 
born in Mexico and came to this coun-
try in 1971, with his family to do farm 
work. He is currently the director of 
the Farmworker Association of Flor-
ida. 

In 1982, he became the lead organizer 
for the Farmworker Project of the Of-
fice for Farm Ministry, during which 
time he and several other farmworkers 
initiated the Farmworker Association. 
Under his leadership as general coordi-
nator, the association has grown from 
a local to statewide organization with 
over 10,000 members. 

Tirso is a cofounder and board mem-
ber of the Farmworker Health and 
Safety Institute and serves on the 
boards of Southern Partners Fund, Do-
mestic Fair Trade Association, Na-
tional Immigrant Farming Initiative, 
and the Rural Coalition. He also advo-
cates for farmworkers’ and immi-
grants’ rights in national and inter-
national meetings. 

The Farmworker Association of Flor-
ida currently has five offices through-
out central and south Florida. The mis-
sion of FWAF is to build power among 
farmworker and rural, low-income 
communities to respond to and gain 
control over the social, political, eco-
nomic, workplace, health, and environ-
mental justice issues that impact their 
lives. 

FWAF’s core strategy is to help 
farmworkers realize their power to be 
effective agents of social change and 
personal change by: validating and 
strengthening the experience and un-
derstanding of farmworkers; building 
farmworkers’ capacity to participate in 
decisionmaking processes that affect 

their lives; and raising consciousness 
about and advocating for farmworkers’ 
and immigrants’ rights. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Tirso for his 
contributions. 

HONORING WILLIAM DIAZ 
Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I would like 

to honor William Diaz, Spanish radio 
host. Identified as a consistent commu-
nity leader and insightful journalist, 
William Diaz’s passion to help fellow 
citizens in life’s struggles has been evi-
denced in the last 28 years of his resi-
dency in central Florida. 

William’s activism in favor of Latin- 
American political development has 
granted him daily recognition with 
most of the Latin-American commu-
nity in central Florida who listen to 
him and read his articles. 

A native of Cumana, and raised in 
Caracas, Venezuela, he developed a 
natural way to start friendships and 
show loyalty and support for all hu-
manitarian causes. 

William was the recipient of a schol-
arship that brought him to the United 
States to obtain his postgraduate di-
ploma. In 1976, the University of Texas 
at Austin gave him a master’s degree 
in mass communications. 

William served as a Venezuelan dip-
lomatic official in Europe, when he was 
designated as general coordinator of 
the GMA Foundation and the edu-
cational attache to the Venezuelan 
Embassy in Paris, France. 

Founder and president of several 
community organizations in his native 
Venezuela, in 1989, William brought all 
of his experience to the U.S. Since 
then, he has been very active within 
the Latino community, specifically ad-
vising and counseling new nonprofit or-
ganizations. 

At this time, William is full-time 
with his radio show, ‘‘Cara a Cara con 
William Diaz,’’ which broadcasts in 18 
different counties, founder of Casa de 
Venezuela, 15 years ago, which gath-
ered most of the Venezuelans in central 
Florida, and founder of Made in Ven-
ezuela Business Club, dedicated to de-
veloping networking and promotions of 
products and services for Venezuelan 
businessmen and professionals, and 
current executive secretary of MUD 
Central Florida, the political organiza-
tion that hosts and coordinates most of 
Venezuela’s opposition political par-
ties. 

HONORING ZORAIDA RIOS-ANDINO 
Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, next I would 

like to honor Zoraida Rios-Andino, 
president of Mission Boricua. 

Zoraida Rios-Andino has been a resi-
dent of Orlando, Florida, for 17 years. 
She has been very active in promoting 
cultural, social, and historic events in 
the Puerto Rican community. Zoraida 
is currently president and founder of 
Mission Boricua, an organization dedi-
cated to history and civic engagement 
of the Puerto Rican community. 
Zoraida supervised the creation and 
promotion of Mission Boricua’s out-
reach efforts. 

Zoraida has been part of the National 
Conference of Puerto Rican Women, 

Orlando chapter; United Front 436, Na-
tional Boricua Human Rights Network, 
Orlando chapter; and Asociacion 
Borinquena. She is currently a board 
member for Speak Up Florida, and a 
member and cofounder of The Justice 
Project Coalition of Central Florida. 

In addition, she was an English as a 
second language instructor, and 
worked as a personnel administrator 
for many years. Zoraida was also pro-
gram coordinator for ALSE, where she 
assisted hundreds of high school stu-
dents pursuing postsecondary edu-
cation. 

Zoraida has also led the movement to 
have the Florida Legislature pass a law 
in 2014, to put a honorary plaque along 
Semoran Boulevard in recognition of 
Rico Piccard, the late civil rights hero 
in central Florida. 

Zoraida has received numerous 
awards for her community service, like 
the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the National Conference of Puerto 
Rican Women; Roberto Clemente Com-
munity Service Award; Latino History 
Society President’s Award; Out-
standing Membership Award from the 
Asociacion Borinquena; Community 
Service Award from the office of Con-
gressman Alan Grayson; 2014 Florida 
State Proclamation recipient from 
State Representative Victor Torres; 
Coqui de Oro Award from La Casa de 
Puerto Rico; the Rico Piccard Award 
from the Orange County Democratic 
Party, and more. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Zoraida for her 
contributions to central Florida. 

I am excited to be able to have this 
opportunity to talk about these he-
roes—so many who are symbolic of the 
hardworking Hispanic Americans in 
central Florida who help out with ev-
eryone from our poor, to our civil 
rights, to education, to the news, to 
politics, to our environment, to fami-
lies, to so many important issues that 
matter to Hispanics across central 
Florida and across our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and for the bal-
ance of the week on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 28 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, October 12, 2017, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
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